Twenty-five or thirty years since, dentistry was, comparatively, in its infancy. None of the improvements we now possess had been made, or if they existed in a crude shape, they were such ghostly simulacra that none but the owl-eyed could discover in them the lineaments of their descendants. From that time to the present the improvements have been so rapid, they have followed so closely upon the heels of one another, we have been filled with a constant surprise, and have found little leisure to examine them and see to what good they conduce, or whither they go.
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It will fall within the scope of this paper to examine the condition of the human mouth then, as compared with it at present; to note the several successive changes that have occurred, whether induced by natural or artificial causes ; trace them to their sources, and form an estimate of their present and prospective importance, not only as effecting the condition of the mouth, and exerting considerable influence upon it; the habits and physical health of society will be glanced at in different eras, to determine what effect, if any, they exert upon the teeth, or have exerted upon them within the authentic period of dental history. And art will be subjected to a slight inquisition to discover, notwithstanding its pretensions, if society derives 51* * [O CT. from its labors a benefit commensurate with its expectations and the solid dollars it pays for them.
In the absence of dental data and dental records that afford us direct and positive light, we will have to resort to the indirect and unwritten, which, under certain circumstances, are held to be as conclusive and authoritative as the written, and, like the common law, are quoted and respected. Thus, we That her teeth were originally healthy is evidenced by the fact, that she has worn a plate attached to the first or second superior molar for near ten years, without visible injury to them. Like her mother, she has lost several teeth from alveolar absorption, and she has also suffered some from caries.
She was married into a healthy family were the sanguine temperament predominated. Her husband was about her own age. He was six feet in height, and otherwise well proportioned. Blessed with vigorous general and dental health, he never employed a dentist, though some of his molar teeth were extracted by a physician, and the incisors were worn away nearly to the gum. They have several children, some of whom have children whose denture we wish to examine.
In speaking of her descendants, it is proper to remark, that as she resembles her mother, so do also her children, though not so much as the daughters of the oldest son; but in her family the tendency to irritation of the dental socket nearly disappears. Her children have fair average teeth in size, health and density in structure. They are indebted to dentistry for the preservation of them, and a second son and daughter for the insertion of two pivot teeth.
Her first daughter married into a healthy family. She has a daughter, whose denture is complete. As she is the first one in the third generation, we shall examine her teeth with care.
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